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THE NICK THIMMESCH COLUMN - :
RELEASE oarti wuusnava JUNE 112 197& o
R ntssxuo!k GETS WATERGATE rumaus
Y NICK THIMMESCH
: WAlnrnatuu&~ugnnv Ay ntxs;uoan. DUR $ECRETARY OF STATE IN A
SUIDHTLY FADED SUPERMAN SULT, IS THE CATEST VICTINM OF THE WATER=
GATE FUNGUS) . nu? ?HEN NEIS ASKED FQR 1T, HE IS BEING WOUNDED
10 EXPLAIN ”ﬂ” ROLE IN THE WIRETAPPING OF HIS STAFF MEMBERS
AND NEWSMEN AND WNATEVER WE nnuni ABDUY THE uu:vn HOYSE "PLUMBERS,"
- LAST EEPYEMBEN, UNDER OATH BEPORE cwninnnu FULBRIGHTIS
SENATE PUREION RELATIONS COMMITTBE, KISSINGER res%xn:an THAT HE
DID NOT INITIATE YHE WIRETAPS, NOR DID HE HAVE ANY KNOWLEDGE NF
THE -PLUMBERS DR QF WHAT -H1S ALDE, DAVIO YPUNG,: uAs natna waH ;
 YHE PLUMBERS AFTER LEAVING KISSINGER'S STAPPR,
. MANY EYEBRUNS WERE RAISED AT THAY visrxnanv. AFTER ALs
C WILLIAM RUCKECSHAUS) WHEN HE WAS THE ACTING HEAD OF THE PBI,
CREVEALEO. DN MAY 14, 1973, THAT 1T WAS INOEED KISSENGER WHO TOOK
PART IN TME xﬂxTIAL ARRANGEMENTS POR E8T SURVEILLANCE OF THE
 STAPPERS AND NEWSMEN, LATER, 1T WAS DEVELOPED THAT KISSINGER
AND ALEXANDER HAIG, WHEN WE WAS KISINGER'S DEPUTY, suvpnxsn
 THE NAMES OF THMOSE TAPPED 1D THE #BI, :
© SINCE.SEN, FULBRIGHT WAS CDZY WITH KISSINGER AT THAT POINT,
AND SINCE THE DTHER nenazns OF THE :nnmxvvae LOOKED: thr
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A WORLDYS CHAN#iuNSHIF sueepxno sncxsrv, NUTHING YHMEDIATE

- CAME DF KISSINGER'S BOTHERSNME TESTIMONY, :

. SU'THE CUMMITTEE MEMBERS, THE PUBLIC AND MGST OF THE PRESS
WENT AWAY FROM THE HEARING BELIEVING . THAT, AT MOST, HENRY
KISSINGER PLAYED. A MINOR, EVEN PASSIVE, ROLE IN THE WIRETAPPING .
evts D€ AND WAS TOTVALLY JGNORANT OF THE PLUMBER'S. OPERATION,

BUT SUBSEQUENTLY,. KISSINGER, UNDER QUESTIONING AT A PRESS

' cqueﬁsﬁcaa ADMITTED THAY HE HAD LISTENED YO A TAPE RECORDING
MADE BY 1S FORMER AIDE» BAVID YOUNC, 8Y NUW A PLUMAER, UF
ADM, ROBERY WEBLANDER, AS PART oF AN xnva&?xcaf:nn ur LEAKS
FROM THE WHITE HOUSE,

SO EYEBRONS WENT, uw AGAIN, AND sn oxn u!ssxnczn, ‘ro CAPITHL
CHILLy WHERE ME MET IN EXECUTIVE SESSSION WITH THE FOREIGN

 RELATIONS cnnxx?ras ON JAN 29 191*; ‘10 ”CLAR!FY" H!S rasvxmawv

ON THE PLUMBERS
| cwnnm wm.iamm EMERGED FROM THAT- NEETING WITH A PROMISE
THAT A SANTTIZED VERSION OP THE YESTIMONY WOULD B8 MADE =
AVATLABLE LA Ry BUY 1T NEVER CAME AND, IN THIS TOWN WHERE .
HEMDRIES ARE SHORYER AND SHORTER, PEOPLE PORGET,

_WMAT HAPPENED WAS THAT THE TRANSCRIPT DF THAT JAN 9 MEETIN
WAS FORWARDED, AT KISSINGERS REQUEST, TO THE STATE DEPARTMEN
WHERE [T WAS SANIYIZED YU SUCH A DEGREE THAT FOREION kELATanS
- COMMITTEE STARFERS DECIDED NOY YO RELEASE IT,

&é;EwAs s0 wugg ar DELeTtaNs TNA? ? LODKED LIKE A swxss
CH ¥ #

MEANNHILE: ‘A ﬁATikaAfe waue oN’ ANﬂ N AND !MPEAtHHENT
BECAME THE 1SSUP, HERE ‘WERE MUTTERINGS THAT KISSINGER HAD
BECOME A SACRED COW, JOURNALISTS BEGAN BLAMING EACH OTHER
FOR LETTING K!ssxuaeu DRF THE HOOKX AND VOWED TO PRESS HIM .
WITH QUESTIDNS DN HIS SNORN, AND EXECUTIVE SESSION, TESTIMONY,
IF KISSINGER LIED BEFORE THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE,
THATIS PERJURY s AND PERJURY. 1§ BEING CHASED IN THiS TDhV LIKE =
DOGS IN HEAT, .

S0 WHEN KI8§ GER HELD HIS FIRST PRESS cnurantuca sxuce ‘
RETURNING FROM | 18 MIDOLE EAST TRIUMPHS, ME WAS GREETED WITH :
A BARRAGE OF fauuu QUESTIONS WHICH EVENTUALLY MADE MIM LDSE
M1S CDOL AND PROTEST THAT HE WOULON'Y '8¢ SUBJECTED YD cRGSSa
‘EXAMtNAYIQN. fffff SUPERMANIS SULIT SHRUNK A BT,

THE ‘EVIDENCE 1S CLFAR THAT KISSINGER PLAYED MORE THAM A
PASSIVE ROLE IN THE WIRETAPPING OF HIS STAFF AND NEWSMEM,

BUT 1Y MUSTY BE ADDED THAT THIS SUVEILLANCE WAS LEGAL AT THE
TIME, AND THAT KISSINGER WAS ONLY RESPUNDING TU A VALID CUNCERN
ABOUT LEAKS, -
~ 1T IS MARD TD BELIFVE KISSINGER!S ARGUMENTS THAT HE WAD NO

. KNOWLEDGE OF THE PLUMBERS WHEN THEY WERE DRGAMIZED IN RFSPOMSE
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T u;s cnuwgaxurs ABOUT sscunxrv LEAK3 IN 1971, PanrxcuLARLY s
THUSE INVOLVING DANIEL ELLSBERG AND THE PENTAGON PAPERS, AGAIN,
IN URGING rug; THOSE LEAKS BE PLUGGED BY AN INTERNAL SECURITY
UNIT, LATER NYCKNAMED THE vLuuaeas, KISSINGER WAS Respumntnn

1O A VALID CONCERN,

. WHAT§ SAD IS THAT KISSINGER, A akaLxANT MAM; 01D NAT
STAND UP A LDNG TIME AGD AND oewaua ACTIONS ME WAS INVOLVED
WITH, AS HIS DUT i WHATEVER WRONG CAME OUT OF WIRETARPING DR
rLuuueus caugo u DLY BE Laxv 1o uxm, FDR HE CERTAINLY DIDN'T
ORDER. cnxnxu

"WE HAVE N Fi¥iko THe N0 oF THIS, ALTHOUGH KISSINGER
BEING QUT OF rua COUNTRY IN THE NEXY FPEW WEEKS ON THE MIDOLF
EAST AND MOSEOW TRIPS MIGHT SERVE TO CONL THE srfuarxou. B

cu»vktnuvx ;v14w Lus Aneates ?xuas. RS *
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